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General Meeting, April 15 at 7:00 p.m.

“The Stones Are Speaking”
Speaker: Olive Talley

Join us this month as we welcome the award-winning filmmaker and former
journalist Olive Talley for a special presentation. Talley, known for her in-
depth storytelling and investigative work, will discuss her latest project, a film
that brings to life the remarkable history of the Gault Archaeological Site in
Central Texas.

The film, titled The Stones Are Speaking, tells the inspiring and dramatic story
of how archaeologist Mike Collins, at great risk and personal sacrifice, saved
30 acres of looted land deep in the heart of Texas. His dedication and
persistence ultimately revealed the site as one of the most significant
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archeological discoveries in the Americas. Collins and his team made history Photo Credit: Ryan Goodrich

when they uncovered evidence of human habitation in Central Texas dating
back 20,000 years - challenging long-held beliefs about the first peoples of North America.

More than just a tale of archaeological discovery, The Stones Are
Speaking is a powerful testament to the impact one person can
have and the importance of teamwork in preserving history. The
film underscores the value of perseverance, scientific inquiry, and
collaboration in uncovering our shared past.

The film made its theatrical World Premiere at the prestigious
Austin Film Festival in October of 2024, where it captivated
audiences and won the coveted Audience Award for Best Texas
Independent Feature.

To learn more, you can view the film’s trailer and read additional
reviews, including an extraordinary critique by Michael Barnes of
the Austin American-Statesman, at thestonesarespeaking.com.

This exciting event will take place at the Fort Bend Museum,
located at 410 S. Fifth Street in Richmond, Texas. The meeting
Mike & Karen Collins IV begms at 7:00 p.m. and will last. abqut an ‘hour, providing gttendees
Photo Credit: Ryan Goodrich with the opportunity to engage in discussion and ask questions.

All are welcome! This program is free and open to the public, making it an excellent opportunity to
experience the intersection of history, archaeology, and filmmaking firsthand.
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Added Bonus!

Our April guest speaker Olive Talley just announced
she will bring her friend Kenneth Garrett, a renowned
independent photographer specializing in
Archaeology, Paleontology and ancient cultures
worldwide. His editorial work has graced 14 covers of
National Geographic Magazine and 60 articles,
including a 1999 story that involved the Gault site; 15
books; and other magazines including Smithsonian,
Air and Space, Archaeology, Fortune, Forbes, Time,
Life, Audubon, National Wildlife and Natural
History. Corporate clients include IBM, Marriott
Corp., UNC Aviation and Starbucks Coffee. His
imagery emphasizes sites of major discoveries
worldwide. With an education and keen interest in the
origins of civilization, Ken has formed long-standing
relationships with the foremost authorities in the field
of Egyptian, Mayan and Pre-Columbian archaeology,
and Human Evolution. His work is currently featured
in the National Geographic Tutankhamun and
Cleopatra traveling exhibits and previously in
exhibitions at the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C., the Metropolitan Museum in NY, the
Smithsonian Museum of American History, the Kennedy Center for Performing Arts, University of
Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology & Anthropology, among others. Ken lives in Virginia.

Kenneth Garrett
Photo Credit: National Geographic

Kenneth Garrett worked with Olive Talley on the film and was the first person to tell her about the Gault
site while on a trip to Antarctica in 2017. Talley said he will add a LOT of contexts to her presentation.
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Excavation Site Photos

We’re exploring the site of a 1850s historic home. While we know the location of its brick cistern, the building’s
size and orientation remain uncertain. Our goal is to find evidence of the foundation, such as a pier or chimney base,
to learn more about the original structure. So far, we’ve uncovered a root cellar and a lot of artifacts but continue
searching for foundation remains.

The left photo shows a lot of the artifacts we are finding. We’re finding lots of brick fragments, bone, glass,
charcoal, and ferrous metal such as square nails. We’re also finding several large and whole pieces pieces of brick.
We hope to learn more about this brick feature as we dig deeper. In the left image you can see a half round disk
protruding above the brick. Its a Presto Good Housekeeping bowtie style canning jar lid from around the 1930s.

John Rich is pictured here excavating in the pit. This photo was taken before we extended the pit by a foot, which
made digging much easier as we went deeper. On the right, you can see three large ceramic sherds. The white piece
has an unusual shape, making it difficult to determine its original purpose - perhaps it was a decorative element of a

larger ceramic piece. We also uncovered several sherds with colored glaze, including the two yellow-glazed
fragments shown here. Curious to see more? Visitors are always welcome to observe or even join our dig!
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Minutes From Last In-Person Meeting

Oct 15, 2024, Meeting

The Fort Bend Archeological Society met at the Fort Bend Museum, Richmond, Texas. There was a total
of twenty-five people in attendance. President Paul Spana, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Treasurer’s Report: Balance as of August 31, 2024, is $6,497.56. Rich Murphy moved to accept the
treasurer’s report and John Rich seconded the motion. All members present voted to accept the treasurer’s
report.

Old Business:

e Excavation work continues at the Lamar site. FBAS members continue to investigate the last
couple of pits within the root cellar at the Lamar home site.

Vice president Rich Murphy introduced guest speakers Dirk Van Tuerenhout. Mr. Van Tuerenhout,
curator from the Houston Museum of Natural Science, gave a presentation titled “Teotihuacan and the

Maya. A long-distance love-hate relationship in Mesoamerica.”

The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. Minutes submitted by Paul Spana.
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Treasurer’s Report

Balance as of August 31, 2024 $6,497.56
Honorarium for Speaker -$100.00
Balance as of February 28, 2025 $6,397.56

Submitted by Madeleine Calcote-Garcia



